Not Just Water Under the Bridge 
Newark 
& Its River 


For thousands of years, the Passaic 
River has attracted people to the 
place we call Newark. Here Native 
Americans caught fish, Puritans 
founded a religious state, & immi- 
grants & African-Americans arrived 
to work industrial jobs. 


But for the last 50 years, Newark 
has been cut off from the river. 
Bad development decisions, toxic 
pollution & industrial disinvestment 
have separated the river from the 
life, imagination & spirit of the city. 


All the while, people who care The first people here called themselves Lenape, meaning 
about Newark's riverfront have “ le”L includina the Hack k 
Prod n common people.” Lenape groups including the Hackensac 
their communities to reconnect & Acquackanonk lived in the Newark area & traveled the 
Newarkers to their river. river to find fish, birds & deer. 


This poster is dedicated to the 
efforts of all people seeking 
environmental justice on Newark’s 
riverfront, the principle that all 
people deserve to live in & share 
the benefits of healthy environ- 
ments regardless of wealth, race & 
any other differences.* 


Down by the Passaic, humans & 
other animals have developed a 
special & dramatic relationship with 
the river & what it brings. Here’s to 
the future of this intimate & proud 
dance of water & life. 
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In 1666, after King Charles Il forced their Milford colony 
to merge with New Haven, 30 families of English-born 
Puritans led by Captain Robert Treat sailed from 

New Haven Bay to the Passaic River. They first call their 
settlement “Our Town on Passaick River” and later 
“New-Ark.” The arrival of the Puritans starts the genocide 
& forced displacement of existing Lenape residents. Today 
about 6000 Lenape people Wet in Oklahoma. 


* Environmental justice advocates 
also seek to change today’s 
situation where some places like 
Newark host an unfair share 
of toxic burdens like garbage & 
sewage facilities, contamination 
from historic & active industry, 
diesel-burning, asthma-causing 
logistics centers & other sources 
of environmental stress. 
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In the 1800s, Newark grew a thriving manufacturing & shipping 
economy along the Passaic. With the completion of the Morris 
Canal in 1831 8 a thick web of railroads by century's end, Newark 
hosted key infrastructure to enable dense urban life in the 
northeast United States. Scores of mainly European immigrants 
came to Newark for jobs & built a new life. The river provided 
transportation, water & a place to dispose industrial & human 
waste for a growing city: oil, chemicals, paint, sewage & more. 
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Beginning in the 1910s, the Great Migration brought 
100,000 African-Americans to Newark from the South. 
From the 1940s through the 1970s, a new culture 8 
politics was born in Newark including jazz, house, hip 
hop, Afrocentrism & Black Power, even as suburbs spread 
& riverfront companies chose to close factories, moving 
operations to places where they could pay workers less. 


Zanzi—Islands 


From the 1960s to the early 2000s, many 
plans to reinvent Newark's riverfront failed 
to attract enough support to return the 
city to its river. While proposals for high-rise 
offices & condos, a huge conference center 
on stilts & a two-mile riverfront prome- 
nade went unrealized, some of these plans 
did result in odd fragmentary projects 

like downtown's riverfront FBI building & 
the incomplete Army Corps of Engineers 
bulkhead. 


In the early 1980s, the Diamond Shamrock Chemicals 
Company on Lister Avenue was found responsible for i K IR 
dumping dioxin, a deadly cancer-causing chemical, into NO INCINERATOR N N IR BONBON ND7? 

the river from 1951 to 1969. The company, today part of [sar I FIGHT 


global energy giant Occidental Petroleum, had knowingly Ep 
produced & dumped dioxin while making Agent Orange, an 
herbicidal weapon for the US war in Vietnam. 


Since then, environmental 7 
justice advocates have ho 
demanded a thorough > Ä 
cleanup. In the 1990s, p z Ñ y IRON BOL 
Ironbound Community 
Corporation (ICC) organized 
residents around plans 

for public riverfront 

access to benefit existing 
neighborhoods, eventually 
convincing Essex County & 
Newark to build the city’s 
first riverfront parks. 
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In 2009, Newark Riverfront Revival was 
launched by the Newark Planning Office 
to build riverfront parks, make rules for 
riverfront development & bring every 
Newarker to the river with local culture, 
arts & education including boat tours, 
gospel festivals, House parties, water 
workshops & more. In 2014, the federal 


government announced a river cleanup. u Ez _ E 


For the first time in gene- 
rations, Newark residents 
& visitors including more 
recent migrants from Haiti, 
Brazil, Dominican Republic, 
Puerto Rico, Ecuador, El 
Salvador & Mexico can 
enjoy their river. Even 

with these victories, much 
work remains to be done! 
To learn how you can help 
heal the environment 8 
create more public access 
to the Passaic River, turn 
the page. 


Passaic 
Environmental NATURAL AQUARIUM 


When Puritans first saw the Passaic River, they 


o o 
B ri efi n g described it as “a great natural aquarium.” 


Despite environmental damage caused by humans 
Many environmental burdens of the since then, the river remains full of life. Common 
industrial economy in the northeast United Birds & fish ara shown below. 
States are concentrated in Newark near Ki us 
the Passaic River. Since the 1800s, sewage, WATERSHED __ 
dumping, industrial wastes & emissions 13,000 years ago, 
have damaged the river’s environment & a Fa a 
. . orme e -mile 
water quality. Although the lower 17 miles winding path of the 
of the Passaic River have been declared Passaic River. Today, 
the largest Superfund site in America—a me tees 2 Naleteben 
a A includes 935 square 
highly contaminated place that must be miles, home to 25 
cleaned by the polluters responsible—there million people, where all 
is life in this river, a whole ecosystem for wolerways eventually a 
A run to the Passaic River _ 
us to see & steward! As an individual, you 8. the Atlantic Ocean. ~ 
can act to improve water quality. But some a psa et pa A 
A . e watersnea must be 
of the biggest problems involve debates shared by everyone who 
over who caused the pollution 8 who lives & works within it. 
should pay to clean it up. Learn about the 
problems on this page & then read Get 
There, Get Into It, Get Involved on the back 
cover to do something about them. 
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DIOXIN & SUPERFUND CLEANUP 

From 1951 to 1969, a company named Diamond 
Shamrock dumped the toxic chemical dioxin 
into the river. Between 1994 & 2004, the US 
government listed the Passaic's lower 17 miles 
on the Superfund National Priorities List due to 
extreme contamination & began to investigate 

| who was responsible. 


a is x r a 


Ay) e var fi : Ti 
KAANAA 

> As required by Superfund law, a first small cleanup 
€ ` was completed in 2012 by one of the polluting 

“5 companies under government supervision. A 
dredging crane on a barge removed contaminated 
mud from the river bottom near Diamond 
Shamrock, after which the toxic mud was drained 
of water & shipped to a Texas landfill. 
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In 2014, the US 
Environmental Protection 
Agency recommended 
that polluters including 
Occidental Petroleum, a 
company valued at “4 

e r ai billion, undertake a $1.7 
rs t billion cleanup of the river's 

===] lower 8 miles. The process 

will take 6-10 years. | 


y 
SEWAGE TREATMENT 
Since opening in 1924, 
the Passaic Valley 
Sewer Commission 
(PVSC) on Wilson 
Avenue located along 
the river has cleaned 
dirty water from 
Newark & surrounding 
areas before it returns 
the treated water to 
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EATING THESE CRABS CAN KILL YOU 


COMBINED SEWER OVERFLOW 
It is very dangerous to eat fish, crabs 


When it rains for 15 minutes 
or more, rainwater falling into 
street drains can overwhelm 
the sewer system, requiring 
the sewage treatment plant to 
_ country, PVSC cleans 240 million gallons of dirty release untreated sewage into 
f water per day from 2 million people in 48 North the river & harbor. 
New Jersey municipalities, rer 
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or anything else from the Passaic River 
until the river cleanup is complete. These 
creatures eat & absorb contamination in the 
river bottom & cause cancer in humans. 


The mud under the Passaic River, often called 
“black mayonnaise” & “legacy sediment,” iia i \ - > i i 
contains deadly materials including mercury, i ae at - The lower 17 miles of the Passaic River is a tidal 
lead, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), a j ; Di ely estuary, where freshwater from the upper part of 
pesticides & the largest known in-river deposit N NN us: the river mixes with saltwater from the ocean. 

of dioxin, the most cancer-causing substance > \ Ss BLUE CRAP Y 


ever created by humans. \ = : 5 ee As ocean tides go in & out, the river's water level 
| ] f - rises & falls, exposing large mudflats at low tide. 


The Community Advisory Groúp for the Passaic `. \ 

River Cleanup meets in Newark on the second Support } ) During Hurricane Sandy in 2012, waves as tall as 
Thursday of each month. To learn more, visit 2,3,7,8-TCDD ` ou clean-up by 10 feet hit Newark’s riverfront, disabling critical 
ourpassaic.org or call the US Environmental DIOXIN ino Aunity Advisory infrastructure like Port Newark & PVSC. Global 


me 
nam 9S & spreadi 
Protection Agency at (212) 637-4427. - _ = ... rl... bout the San Hai warming & rising sea levels threaten worse to come. 


N ewa rk NEWARK RIVERFRONT PARKS RIVERFRONT ZONING & PUBLIC ACCESS 


Despite plans to build Newark riverfront parks In 2013, the Newark Municipal Council adopted 
R iv e rf ro nt as early as 1922, until recently Newark did not Newark’s River Public Access & Redevelopment 
have any public open space along the Passaic. Plan. The plan updated the city’s development 
Pa rks To d a In the 1990s, a coalition organized by Ironbound regulations along five miles of Passaic River 
y Community Corporation advocated new parks (shown in gray on map below), including 
& T on their neighborhood's riverfront. In 2012 & requirements that public riverfront access 
omorrow 2013, the City & County opened Riverfront Park | 8 open spaces must be built as part of all 


Segments 1 & 2 covering 15 acres.* riverfront developments.* 


After decades of struggle 

for public access to the 

riverfront, the dream is 

coming true. Since 2012, the 

City & County have opened 

their first riverfront parks 

& adopted new riverfront re 

zoning requiring that 2 

Newark residents 8 visitors 5 

are able to enjoy the f Mt Pleasant 
= 


+ Once riverfront parks & trails are built, 
the work begins to maintain them & 
produce popular programs to attract 
a critical mass of the most important 
ingredient to park success: people 
like you. Read “Get There, Get Into It, 
Get Involved” on the back cover to join 
riverfront groups & activities! 
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. s Cemetery 
Passaic River forever. On the LAA 
map to the right, see where Park 


these places exist in 2014 & 

where more can be built in 

the future—if enough people 

get involved! Sra 4 


LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE 
BRIDGE PARK 
New riverfront zoning 
allows the owner of 
this site to build taller 
buildings in exchange 
Sth 4 for creating a park with 
ve NX a great view of the NX 
(21) Bridge Bridge, which famously 
appeared in the 1982 film 
Annie. 
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cod y” NEWARK RIVERFRONT TRAIL 
Riverfront Zoning requires public 
access to & along the river. 
Eventually, this could create a 
continuous trail over 4 miles long 

from Chester Ave in the North Ward 
tr to Chapel St in the Ironbound. 
AHHH TAPA HHT hppa 
Broad St 
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RIVERFRONT PARK SEGMENT 1 
12 acres with soccer, baseball, tennis, basketball, 2 
playgrounds, meadow, & the mural Song of the Passaic. 
Construction led by Essex County Parks System. 
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RIVERBANK PARK 

10-acre park built in 1907. 

In early 2000s, saved from 
being destroyed for a baseball 
stadium. 
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RIVERFRONT PARK SEGMENT 2 AKA THE ORANGE STICKS 

Features an 800-foot bright orange recycled plastic boardwalk, river- 
watching & kite-flying hills, boat dock, a Langston Hughes poem & a rich 


installation of educational signage. Area regulated by Riverfront Zoning 
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Visit the River 


e Subscribe to our emails & attend 


riverfront events like boat & 


walking tours, concerts, festivals, 
dance parties & exercise classes. 


e Invite Newark Riverfront 
Revival to meet your block club, 
neighborhood association, or 
other Newark group. 


newarkriverfront.org 

(201) 241-8311 & (973) 733-5868 
newarkriverfront@gmail.com 

E] NewarkRiverfrontRevival 

Y @newarkriverfrnt 


Essex County Executive 

| Joseph N. Di Vincenzo, Jr & 

|) the Essex County Board of 
Chosen Freeholders 
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Get Involved 


e Join Friends of Riverfront 
Park & volunteer for park 
events. To learn more, attend a 
monthly meeting at Riverbank 
Park Fieldhouse, email 
newarkfriendsofriverfrontpark@ 
gmail.com, or call Ironbound 
Community Corporation at 
(973) 465-0555. 


e Contribute to Newark Riverfront 
Revival & help connect 
Newarkers & others to the 
Passaic River. 


Friends of 
Riverfront 
Park 


rx) Passaic Valley 
= Sewerage Commissioners 
A B/NY 


Mayor Ras J. Baraka and 
the Newark Municipal Council 


“We commit ourselves to this place, our only home & 
to the task of protecting water always & everywhere, 
favoring life in all its unfolding possibilities.” 

Sister Carol Johnson, Newarker 


Clean the 
Environment 


e Support & watchdog the 
Passaic River Superfund 
Cleanup at monthly meetings 
of the Community Advisory 
Group. Learn more by calling 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency at (732) 888-9870. 


e Help stop sewers overflowing 
into the river by removing paving 
& planting your property, using 
rain barrels & using less water. 


e Keep floating garbage out of the 
river by not littering. 


Poster researched, written & designed by 
Newark Planning Office & MTWTF 


PROJECT LEAD: Damon Rich 


PROJECT TEAM: Newark Planning Office / Newark Riverfront Revival Chris Caceres, 
Erika Hill, Elizabeth MacWillie, Sumorwuo Zaza, Jae Shin, Natalia O'Neill Vega, Perris 
Straughter, Michele Alonso, Loretta Brown, Dawn Egerton, Kevlin Taylor, Elouise Woodard, 
Kate Anderson, Wanda Broxton, Margaret Roberts, Patrick Thrasher & Alicia Rouault | 
MTWTF Glen Cummings, Pedro Gonçalves, Aliza Dzik, & Laura Silke Berg Nielsen 


PROJECT SUPPORT: National Endowment for the Arts Our Town Program 
Environmental Protection Agency Urban Waters Program | Ironbound Community 
Corporation Drew Curtis, Emily Turonis, Nancy Zak | Friends of Riverfront Park Linda 
Daniels, Rhonda Napier, Joe Nardone, Lenny Thomas, Illustrations courtesy of Vincent 
Bryant, Lenape Lifeways, New Jersey Historical Society, Newark Public Library, 
Harvard Graduate School of Design/Emmanuel Torres, & ICC/WRT 
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We fought to have a 70-foot stack 
of empty shipping containers moved 
so we can see the river! 
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Designed in 1901 & named with Lenape word for 
“Head of the Cove,” 1 Weequahic Park's 311 acres 
include a bouncy red track, Essex County's largest 
lake, NJ's first public golf course, a fieldhouse 
partially designed by a group of grandmothers that 
is the home of 2 Weequahic Park Association. 
There's also a 3 Statue of Franklin Murphy, park 
champion, NJ Governor 1902-5 & varnish maker. 
Over 300,000 people visit & 25,000 people are 
admitted every year to 4 Beth Israel Medical 
Center (1901), only NJ hospital where lung 
transplants are performed. The colors of 

5 Weequahic High School (1932) are orange & 
brown. Opened in 1951, everyday 6 Anheuser- 
Busch Newark Brewery ships 250 trucks of beer. 
Built in 1928 on filled wetlands by the City of 
Newark & now leased to the Port Authority, 35 
million passengers per day visit 7 Newark Liberty 
International Airport thanks to 20,000 airport 
workers. In 1962, the Port Authority began operating 
the world's first container port at 8 Elizabeth 


Marine Terminal, where all kinds of things are 
packed & shipped in standard metal boxes. With 
annual revenues over $200 million, 9 Cargill Flavor 
Systems provides ingredients & flavors for 
beverages & dairy products like cheese, yogurt & ice 
cream. Also built on former wetlands, 10 Port 
Newark is the busiest port on the East Coast, 
transporting cargo worth over $175 billion in 2010. 
Owned by the City of Newark & leased to the Port 
Authority in 1948, businesses at the port include 

11 Sims Metal Management, world's largest metals 
& electronics recycling company, 12 Essex Cement, 
whose 4 silos can store 62,000 tons of powdered 
cement, 13 Citrus Products Inc, a bulk orange juice 
storage facility, 14 Aarhus Karlshamm, subsidiary 
of a Danish company specializing in edible 
vegetable fats & oils for baked goods, ice cream, 
chocolate, candy fillings & more, 15 High Bridge 
Stone, importer & distributor of granite cobblestones 
in many shapes & colors, the large 16 International 
Salt Company road salt depot & 17 Foreign Auto 


Preparation Service where 200,000 new cars arrive 
by ship every year to have special features installed 
& paint or dents from shipping fixed before sale. 

18 Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission cleans 
240 million gallons of wastewater per day from over 
2 million North Jersey residents across 5 counties. 
19 Darling International renders fats, bones, blood 
& other animal by-products for animal feed, 
cosmetics, soaps, lotions & fuel. The 20 Newark Bay 
Bridge (1956), also known as the Turnpike 
Extension Bridge, connects Newark to Bayonne, as 
does the 21 Upper Bay Bridge, also known as the 
Lehigh Valley Rail Bridge, carrying cargo trains like 
the regular Juice Train from Florida. 22 University 
High School, originally Clinton Place Junior High, 
hosted the 1969 Black & Puerto Rican Convention, 
where it was reported “for the first time the Blacks 
are joining forces with the Puerto Ricans to develop 
a platform, candidates & plan of action.” If plans are 
successful, 23 Badger Triangle will be depaved & 
greened to absorb rainwater & stop it from 


17 FOREIGN AUTO PREPARATION SERVICE 
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overflowing sewers. Built in 1924, 24 Deliverance 
Temple started as Temple B'nai Abraham, where 
Rabbi Joachim Prinz served after fleeing Nazis & 
became the only Jewish person to speak at 1963 
March on Washington for Jobs & Freedom. Founded 
in 1970 in Brick Towers by Carolyn & Jim Wallace, 
25 International Youth Organization provides GED 
classes & job training for young people. Home of the 
Bulldogs, 26 Malcolm X Shabazz High School 
provided the high stepping & marching music for 
the first & third Newark Walks to the Water. 10,000 
people live in ten 14-story buildings at 27 Ivy Hill 
Park Apartments, New Jersey's largest 
privately-owned apartment complex. Before its 2008 
demolition, the 28 Pabst Brewery was known for its 
60-foot beer bottle-shaped water tank. Over 20 
years, Kea Tawana built a 30-foot-tall, 86-foot-long 
29 Ark in the parking lot of the Humanity Baptist 
Church, before destroying it in 1988 under threat of 
City demolition due to zoning violations. Founded in 
1972, 30 United Vailsburg Service Organization 


SEWERAGE COMMISSION 


21 UPPER BAY BRIDGE 


provides daily services to 1000 residents & owns 17 
buildings. 31 West Side High School, home of the 
Roughriders. From 1901 to the 1920s the 

32 Newark Velodrome seated 8000 fans watching 
bicyclists like Marshall “Major” Taylor race on its 
one-quarter mile oval. 33 University Hospital, Level 
1 Trauma Center & largest provider of 
uncompensated care in NJ, was part of University of 
Medicine & Dentistry of NJ until 2013. At first, the 
medical school & hospital were proposed to replace 
150 acres of neighborhoods, later reduced to 58 
acres only after fight led by Newark Area Planning 
Association (NAPA) for a smaller footprint & 
community benefits. Upon its creation in the late 
1960s, UMDNJ also took over 34 City Hospital 
(1954), also called Martland Hospital. Built in 1976, 
35 Georgia King Village includes two 18-story 
towers. A decommissioned Catholic church 
renovated by New Community Corporation to serve 
as its headquarters, the 36 Priory (1985) hosts 
weekly jazz performances. 37 Essex County 


College (1966) serves 25,000 students in a 
sprawling megastructure. The 1927 38 Hall Of 
Records was designed by former employees of 
Cass Gilbert to complement their mentor's 1902 

39 Essex County Courthouse. Founded in 1966 by 
Amina & Amiri Baraka, 40 Spirit House hosted 
Black Arts plays, events, the Jihad Press & the 
African Free School. Built in 4 phases from 1989, 

41 Society Hill includes 864 residential units 
sharing tennis courts & a pool. After arriving in 1913, 
Noble Drew Ali, Newark's first avowed follower of 
Islam, founded the 42 Canaanite Temple, later 
called Moorish Science Temple of America. Built in 
1888 for a beer magnate, the 43 Krueger-Scott 
Mansion was later home & beauty school of Louise 
Scott, the city's first African-American millionaire. 
Opened in 1940s by Coleman Brothers as first major 
hotel to cater to Blacks, the 44 Coleman Hotel 
became a center of Black entertainment & social life. 
A key stop on way to or from Harlem's Apollo 
Theater, the 45 Orpheum Theater hosted acts like 


“Bojangles” Robinson & Jack Johnson in the 1920s & 
1930s. The nation’s first public visual & performing 
arts high school, 46 Arts High School graduated 
Sarah Vaughn, Wayne Shorter & Savion Glover. 
Finished in 1855, 47 South Park Presbyterian 
Church endures as a Greek Revival facade. 

48 Lincoln Park, originally the South Commons, has 
hosted an annual music festival of jazz, gospel, 
house & hip hop since 2006. 49 Four Corners 
marks the center of downtown Newark, surrounded 
by the city's tallest buildings: 50 Prudential Plaza 
(1960, 24 floors), 51 National Newark Building 
(1931, 35 floors) & 52 Public Service Electricity & 
Gas Headquarters (1980, 26 floors). 53 Episcopal 
House contains the Episcopal Diocese of Newark, 
Victoria Foundation & others. Find an alphabet soup 
of agencies like US HUD & NJTPA plus the top-floor 
Newark Club at 54 One Newark Center (1992, 22 
floors). Renamed Eleven80 & converted to luxury 
apartments in 2004, the 55 Lefcourt Newark 
Building (1930, 35 floors) boasts bountiful art deco 
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ornamentation. 56 City Hall & its golden dome were 
finished in 1902. 57 Prudential Center (2007) is 
home to hockey Devils & world's largest Gospelfest. 
58 Rodino Federal Building (1967) holds district 
offices for social security, immigration & IRS. 

59 Grace Church finished this Gothic Revival 
building in 1848. Richard Pryor, Teddy Pendergrass, 
the Rolling Stones, KRS-ONE & other legends 
perform at 60 Symphony Hall (1925), built as 
Salaam Temple by Shriners & known for many years 
as The Mosque. In 1871, Thomas Edison renamed 
the Newark Telegraph Works 61 Edison & Unger 8 
moved to Ward Street, today Edison Place. Built 
1972-1988, the 62 Gateway Center includes 4 office 
buildings connected by sealed skyways. Dedicated 
in 1935 & designed by McKim, Mead & White, 

63 Penn Station serves nearly 30,000 travelers per 
day. Nearby rise the 64 Newark Legal Center (1989, 
20 floors), 65 Panasonic North American 
Headquarters (2013, 12 floors) & 66 Claremont FBI 
Tower (2003, 12 floors), which most people agree did 
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not achieve its stated design goal “to reintegrate 
the Passaic Waterfront into the fabric of downtown 
Newark.” A first stretch of 67 Downtown Riverfront 
Trail heads toward the rusty 68 Dock Bridge, able 
to lift three 230-foot-long railroad tracks high in the 
air overlooking 69 NJ Transit & Horizon Blue Cross 
Blue Shield (1992, 14 floors). From the mid-1800s 
through early 1900s, flammable gas for cooking & 
light was manufactured here from coal; now that 
remediation is almost complete, the area could 
become 70 Future Gas Works Riverfront Park. 

71 Murphy Varnish, founded by Franklin Murphy, 
operated from late 1800s to 1950. His workers 
inspired Murphy to advocate for building Riverbank 
Park & founding Essex County Park Commission. 
72 East Side High School: Red Raiders! Launched 
with 1969 opening of Ironbound Children's Center, 
73 Ironbound Community Corporation grew to 
serve 1000 neighborhood residents everyday. 74 St 
Stephen's Church (1874) overlooks the Ironbound's 
Five Corners & was destroyed in 2005 movie War of 
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the Worlds. Scottish immigrant Peter Ballantine 
founded the 75 Ballantine Brewery in 1840, which 
grew to be the nation’s 4th largest brewer before 
closing in 1972. 76 Ironbound Stadium closed in 
1986 due to PCBs & other contamination. Starting in 
1996, residents fought to save 100-year-old 

77 Riverbank Park from destruction to make way 
for a minor league baseball stadium, building 
support for construction of city's first riverfront 
parks, 78 Riverfront Park Segment 2 AKA The 
Orange Sticks (2013) & 79 Riverfront Park 
Segment 1 (2012). At 80 Terrell Homes (1946), 
residents of 275 apartments owned by Newark 
Housing Authority succeeded in removing stacks of 
shipping containers stored between their buildings 
& the river. Today, 81 Song of the Passaic, the city's 
largest mural, overlooks Terrell, the park & the river. 
Also neighboring the park are 82 Shifman 
Mattress, producer of high-end handmade bedding 
for the White House & others since 1893, 83 Aspen 
Riverview (1932), also called the Prudentials, & the 


former 84 Breyers Sign. The 85 Essex County 
Correctional Facility holds prisoners up to one 
year along with detainees of US Immigration & 
Customs Enforcement. The 86 PD Draw is a partly 
dismantled railroad bridge from Newark to Kearny 
used regularly until 1967 & where in 1970 a 22-car 
freight train plunged into the river under mysterious 
circumstances. Founded in 1917 by William H Ashby, 
Newark's first Black social worker, the 87 Urban 
League of Essex County promotes social & 
economic advancement for African-American 
citizens. Urban Catholic monks of Newark Abbey 
started 88 St Benedict's Preparatory School in 
1868. Founded in 1936 as the University of Newark, 
12,000 people study at Rutgers-Newark, where 
students & teachers exercise at the 89 Golden 
Dome (1977). Built in 1857 as the Newark Orphans 
Asylum, today 90 Eberhardt Hall is home to New 
Jersey Institute of Technology's Alumni Center. 
Completed in 1941 & demolished in 2008, 91 Baxter 
Terrace held 502 apartments & was named for the 
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principal of Newark's First Colored School; the 
doorway of Building 9 has been preserved by the 
Smithsonian. At age 11, Whitney Houston, known as 
Nippy, began performing as a junior gospel choir 
soloist singing “Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah" at 
92 New Hope Baptist Church. Formerly Hills 
Roseville Ave Riding Academy, 93 Roseville Armory 
was built in 1897 & used as command post by 
National Guard during 1967 rebellion. 94 Garden 
Spires, 550 affordable apartments, is a quick walk 
from 95 BBP Roller Skating, one of few surviving 
urban roller rinks in metropolitan area & subject of 
2013 documentary The Rink. The 96 Colonade 
(designed by Mies van der Rohe), 97 Wynona 
Lipman Gardens (which took place of Columbus 
Homes) & the 98 Pavilion sit on Newark's first 
urban renewal area, built over the Old First Ward, 
legendary Italian neighborhood. Reverend Hannibal 
Goodwin of the 99 House Of Prayer (c 1710) 
invented flexible cellulose film in the adjacent 

100 Plume House for illustrating his sermons. Plume, 
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built before 1725, was named one of the 10 most 
endangered NJ historic sites in 2010 due to 
vibrations from nearby Route 280 overpass. South of 
280 is 101 Broad St Station (1901) with an elegant 
clocktower & facade of brick & stone. Residents 
including Donald Dust organized in the 1970s & 
1980s to save rowhouses & public buildings in 
Newark's first historic district, 102 Historic James 
St Commons. Established by Franciscan Sisters of 
the Poor in 1867, 103 St Michael's Medical Center 
expanded through Urban Renewal starting in 1964. 
“Many still do not see how unique a thing a public 
library is. It is the most democratic, universal 
institution ever devised. All can learn here, without 
rules or teachers.” John Cotton Dana, director of the 
104 Newark Public Library in 1912. 

105 Washington Park, once North Commons, 
displays statues of Seth Boyden, first in US 
depicting a man of labor, Christopher Columbus, a 
gift from the city's Italian-American community, 
George Washington & Don Luis Muñoz Rivera, 
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activist for Puerto Rican autonomy. Built in 1885 for 
the wealthy brewing family, 106 Ballantine House 
was absorbed in 1937 by the neighboring 

107 Newark Museum (1909), founded by library 
director Cotton Dana & housing a planetarium, 
Tibetan collection & annual Newark Black Film 
Festival. The 108 Griffith Building (1927), previously 
a purveyor of pianos, & 109 Hahne's (1911), built to 
display & sell 400,000 square feet of merchandise, 
line up along 110 Military Park, laid out in 1667 as 
a training ground for soldiers & peeled up in 1960 
for an underground parking garage. 111 NJ 
Performing Arts Center (1997) has drawn over 7 
million visitors 8 throws summer outdoor parties 
overlooking the Passaic. Now part of the NJPAC art 
education department, the 112 Cathedral House 
was headquarters for 1967 National Black Power 
Conference, attended by over 1000 delegates. 

113 NJ Bell (1929, 20 floors), decorated with figures 
of switchboard operators & pole repairmen. 

114 Mutual Benefit (1957, 20 floors) housed what 
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began in 1854 as first life insurance company in NJ, 
made headlines by staying in Newark to build this 
new headquarters in 1957 & ended as largest US 
life insurance collapse in 1991 due to bad real 
estate investments. 115 Workshop of Seth Boyden, 
inventor of patent leather & malleable cast iron, who 
moved to Newark in 1815 & rarely patented his 
work. From 1979 to 1991, DJs like Hippie, Tony 
Humphries & Punch created the Gospel-inflected 
Jersey Sound at 116 Club Zanzibar. Opened in 
1999, 117 Bears & Eagles Riverfront Stadium was 
left without a home team in 2014. North of Route 
280, 118 Waste Management stores dumpsters & 
119 Colonial Concrete has produced ready-mix 
concrete since 1952 for projects including 
Prudential Center & Red Bull Arena. The 120 Valley 
Landscape Silo appears in the opening credits of 
TV series The Sopranos. Planned as part of a 2 mile 
riverfront walkway in 1992, the 121 Minish 
Bulkhead, a steel & concrete wall to prevent erosion 
is the partial product of unrealized Minish Park. 


When rain overflows the sewers, this 122 Sewer 
Netting Chamber keeps some pollution from falling 
in the river. The 123 Bridge St Bridge (1913) 
occupies same site as first permanent Passaic 
crossing built in 1787. 124 Newark Drawbridge 
(1903) carries trains in & out of Broad St Station 
while the 125 Stickel Bridge (1949) carries 90,000 
cars per day. Constructed in 1925 to hold 15 million 
cubic meters of gas, the 126 Gentle Giant stood 
380 feet tall until imploded in 1996. 127 Jackson St 
Bridge, designed by one engineer from Essex 
County & one from Hudson, can still swing 90 
degrees to let big boats pass. The immense sheds 
of 128 Crucible Steel are one of few reminders of 
Harrison's industrial heritage as new uses are 
developed like 129 Red Bull Arena (2010), seating 
25,000 enthusiastic soccer fans. The 130 PATH 
Train Car Maintenance Facility (1990) allows cars 
to be separated from trains & repaired individually. 
700,000 gallons of Agent Orange were produced at 
the 131 Diamond Shamrock Superfund Site in the 


1950s & 1960s along with cancer-causing dioxin 
that has contaminated the lower 17 miles of the 
Passaic. 132 Covanta Incinerator burns 2000 
truckfuls of garbage every day from Newark, North 
Jersey & New York City. Near the historic & 
abandoned 133 Essex County Generator *1, today 
134 PSE&G Peakers use jet fuel & turbines to 
produce power when demand for electricity is 
especially high, like on very hot days. The 

135 Lincoln Highway Bridge (1941) permits truck 
traffic unlike the 3.5-mile 136 Pulaski Skyway 
(1932), the country's first elevated highway, while the 
137 Point-No-Point Bridge brings trains to & from 
Port Newark & supported a rare osprey nest in 2014. 
The 138 NJ Turnpike Bridges are built high enough 
over the water for boats to pass. 139 NIA Masjid 
(2014) offers Weekend Islamic School. Originally the 
shallow valley of the Branch Brook, a Passaic 
tributary, today 140 Branch Brook Park (1895) 
boasts over 4000 cherry trees. 141 Pequannock 
Gate (1917), built to commemorate Newark's 
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acquistion of the Pequannock water supply, formerly 
contained a giant water meter. 142 Newark 
Schools Stadium, originally built in 1925, was 
demolished & replaced in 2011. Brewer Peter 
Ballantine donated the 143 Ballantine Gates (1899) 
& had them modeled after gates in his native 
Scotland. Growing from NJ's first community- 
organized bilingual day care in 1972 to serving 
residents throughout North Newark, 144 La Casa 
De Don Pedro was named for Pedro Albizu Campos, 
advocate for Puerto Rican independence. 

145 Barringer High School, home of the Blue Bears. 
146 Cathedral Basilica Of The Sacred Heart (1899- 
1954), seat of Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Newark & 5th largest cathedral in North America. 
147 Clark Mansion (1876) was built so the Clarks 
could overlook their thread factories & was 
converted in 1973 to be the North Ward Center. 

148 Garden Of Worker Bees, an organic community 
garden, uses cisterns to capture rainwater for crops. 
149 Watts-Campbell (1853) manufactured machines 
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including the Corliss Steam Engine. 150 Perlen 
Steel (1982) fabricates elevator guide rails & wire 
ropes. A small strip of City-owned land could 
become 151 Future Clay St Riverfront Park just 
north of the 152 Clay St Bridge (1908). 153 Betesh 
Group designs, manufactures & distributes bags, 
baby equipment & textiles. Historical figures like 
Seth Boyden, Thomas Peddie, rich from leather 
trunks & traveling bags, & John Dryden, founder of 
Prudential Insurance, are buried at 154 Mt 
Pleasant Cemetery. A wall of the double-decker 
Route 21 serves as the 155 Wall Of Fame, where 
aerosol artists create masterpieces. Before filing for 
Chapter 7 bankruptcy in 2011, 156 Innovation 
Fuels annually refined vegetable fat, oil & grease 
into 950,000 barrels of biodiesel fuel & sometimes 
used barges & the adjacent railroad to move raw 
materials & products. 157 Newark Asphalt Corp 
makes 100 million tons of asphalt every year used 
all over North Jersey. As Chester Ave is one of few 
streets that goes under Route 21 to the river, it 


could provide access to a 158 Future Chester Ave 
Riverfront Park. In 2013, the discovery of 
improperly stored benzene, mercury, chromium & 
arsenic led to the declaration of the 159 Riverside 
Industrial Park Superfund Site. 160 The 
Waterfront (2013), developed by the Newark 
Housing Authority, includes a fitness center, rock 
climbing wall, soccer field, golf simulator & video 
game development lab. The 161 Tiffany Silver 
Factory (1897), nicknamed The Castle, made silver 
plates & dinnerware in the world’s first electric- 
powered factory until 1985, after which it was 
converted to condominiums. The 162 Second River, 
or Watsessing River, travels 5 miles from West 
Orange to the Passaic. The 163 Clark Thread 
Company was once the world's largest producer of 
thread in 35 buildings on 13 acres, including ONT or 
“Our New Thread.”. In the 1982 film, Little Orphan 
Annie made her escape & was saved by helicopter 
after climbing the 164 NX Bridge, stored in raised 
position since 1978. 


